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TEXT:  Matthew 20:17-28 
THEME:  JESUS HAS A SERVANT’S HEART 

1. Our Servant’s Destiny 
2. Our Servant’s Mission 

 

As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve 

disciples aside; and on the way he said to them, “Look, we are 

going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to 

the chief priests and experts in the law, and they will condemn 

him to death.  They will hand him over to the Gentiles to mock, 

flog, and crucify him.  On the third day he will be raised.” 

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him with her 

sons, kneeling and asking something of him.  He said to her, 

“What do you want?” 

She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two 

sons of mine may sit, one on your right hand and one on your 

left hand.” 

But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” 

They said to him, “We are.” 

He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit on 

my right hand and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather 

these places belong to those for whom they have been 

prepared by my Father.”  When the ten heard this, they were 

angry with the two brothers. 

But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the nations lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them.  It will not be that way among 
you.  Instead whoever wants to become great among you will 
be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you will 
be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
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OUR SERVANT’S DESTINY 
 
When asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” children respond 
with a variety of answers:  “a firefighter,” “a doctor,” “a nurse,” “a golfer,” “a 
teacher,” “a pastor.”  I don’t think I’ve ever heard a child answer, “I want to 
grow up to be a servant.”  Catering to what others want and putting someone 
else’s needs first has little, if any, appeal. 
 
But it “appealed” to Jesus.  Jesus had come to earth to be a servant.  Even his 
chosen name reveals this.  Jesus means “Savior.”  To fulfill that destiny, set 
for the Son of Man before the beginning of time, Jesus had to go to Jerusalem 
to serve us by facing cruel torture, punishment, and, ultimately, death on a 
cross. 
 
Our Gospel lesson today shows us the servant heart of our Savior.  What 
amazing love we witness, especially when we consider our failure to serve the 
Lord!  Too often we lack a servant’s heart as we say, “Me first.  I need to look 
out for my own needs because nobody else will.”  Too often we place 
ourselves at the center of our own universe, rather than the Savior, who 
rightfully belongs there.  There’s no service we can render to bring ourselves 
back into God’s good graces.  Because we have not trusted the Lord’s care or 
placed him first in our lives, we are by nature rebels and have brought his 
eternal death penalty down on ourselves. 
 
What a contrast we see in Jesus as he headed up to Jerusalem!  He knew 
what pain and suffering awaited him there.  He knew what price he would 
have to pay for all the times we were unwilling to serve God and others.  Our 
Savior easily could have traveled a different path.  He could have avoided the 
torture he had to endure. 
 
Instead, he showed a servant’s heart, and that heart would ultimately stop 
beating in death to win our forgiveness.  Jesus knew his destiny and was 
willing to face it, for us, so that we can be his own forgiven children who 
rejoice to serve him. 
 
So, what do you want to be as you grow in your Christian faith?  What a 
blessing to be able to answer, “I want to be a servant, just like my Savior!” 
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OUR SERVANT’S MISSION 
Yet our society and our sinful flesh does not value the position of servant.  We 
would much rather be the king than the servant.  “It’s good to be the king!”  A 
few years ago, a Burger King commercial helped to make that phrase popular, 
but it caught on because it appeals to our very nature.  When we think of 
being treated like royalty, we envision a life of luxury and being waited on 
hand and foot.  Such attention and care could easily cause us to think, “It’s 
good to be the king.” 
 
What a different kind of king we see in the Son of Man, our Savior!  Instead of 
leading a life of luxury, he wandered the dusty hills and valleys of Palestine, 
with no real place to call home.  Instead of being waited on hand and foot, this 
king came to serve his subjects with every fiber of his being.  Instead of being 
crowned with gold and jewels, he wore a crown of thorns, because Jesus, our 
King, rules with a servant’s heart. 
 
Very soon we will observe another Holy Week.  We will retrace our King’s 
journey to the cross, where he would pay the ransom price for his rebellious 
subjects.  Jesus would lay down his life for deniers like Peter, betrayers like 
Judas, cowards like the disciples who fled at his arrest, and for sinners like 
you and me.  The King, who entered Jerusalem to cheers of “Hosanna—the 
Lord saves!” would exit the city to jeers of “Crucify him!”  How can we help but 
marvel at this King, who found greatness in serving and in giving his life into 
death so that we can live forever! 
 
But let’s not reserve our spiritual journey to the cross for Holy Week alone.  
We need to travel daily to Calvary with our sins and rebellions against our 
King.  Daily we need to see those sins and rebellions placed on the back of 
our King as he bears the punishment for our transgressions.  Daily we need to 

thrill to the cry, “It is finished” (John 19:30), and stand with 
mouths wide open in wonder that the ransom price for our sins has been paid 
in full.  Jesus rules as the best King of all, because this King rules with a 
servant’s heart! 
 
So let’s change that old Burger King slogan a little bit.  “It’s good to be 
servants of the King!”  When we find greatness in his ransom and rule, we will 
find joy and purpose in sharing his mission as we serve others in thankfulness 
for how he first served us.  It’s good to be servants of the King!  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
O our Savior, every year throughout the season of 
Lent, our hearts are weighed down.  We know the end 
of the story; yet we also know that it was our sin that 
nailed you to the cross.  It is good for us to feel again 
the burden of our sin so that we might continue to 
realize our need for you.  Without you, we certainly 
would be lost and condemned creatures.  From the 
depths of sorrow, we come to you.  How we wish that 
we could somehow undo our wrongs, but we cannot.  
In the messages shared this Lenten season, lift us up 
and keep our eyes focused on your completed work of 
atonement.   
 
Dear Jesus, give each of us a servant’s heart like 
yours, as we rejoice in your gift of forgiveness and 
eternal life.  Hear the prayer of your contrite servants, 
O Lord, as we pray the prayer you taught us. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 


